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Preach before: the 
L OR D M A Y Oo R, 


O.N 


S. Matthew, Chip. vV. weſ 2. 


Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 


HE Chriſtian State (that 1s, a Holy 
Life') is frequently expreſt in the 
| Seipeues by the Metaphor of a 


Building ; and the Metaphor may 
ſuggeſt thus much urito us, That there is a cer- 
tain Order to be obſerved. in railing the Moral 
Structure as well as the Mechanical: There are 
ſome Virtues proper for the Foundation, upon 
which all the reſt muſt be built, and without 
which they carinot ſtand ; ſuch are all thoſe that 

B tend 


—_ 
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tend to the humbling of our minds, asa true know- 


ledge of our ſelves, and a convittion of our un- 
odmcaens and a juſt abhorrency of our natural. 


deſires ag others praper forthe 
ſabe peeftrucige ' od fn F the work ; ſuch 
are 3} tho le tond to the! Tailing of our AC 


tections, as Love, 1 19h Hope and -Contidence in 


God. Now who Ever "In Mis Building ſhall ne-- 
ole&- thy r, .ang.igtend-<he railing of bis 
A Fellioks, ore the Nt bling of bis Mad; be 


that ſhall ze the Love of God before the Mor- 
tification of Nature, a Zeal for Religion before 
the condeſeentipns.of. Charity, 7 fort of {piritual 
Saintſhip before a moral Change ; ſuch a one is 
like that fooliſh builder mentioned by our Savi- 
our in the cloſe of this his Sermon on the Mount ; 
he may make a fair ſhew of a houſe, but he bot- 
toms it upon the fand ; and when wind and ftorm | 
and flood, that is, when any ſearching rempeation 
ſhall come and aſlaulr it, ir wilt certainly fall. 

tt was not therefore-caſua}ly, er without ajgprtt- 
cular deſign that our Saviour began his holy in- 
ſtitation with this Duty of the Text, and re- 
commended Poverty of Spirit to his Diſciples be- 
fore alf other:; 'The very Order it bears imports 
no leſs than this, That Poverty of Spiritis a Duty 
that requires the beginning of our care, and the 
firſt of our applications; becauſe that fo Tong as 


we 


before the Lord: Miyor. 5 
weare without”it,'it +" inpoſfiblef67 ub to make 
ary holding prog refs Thio/ithe' Nate 'of 'Chriſtia: 
nity. Which truth will farther © appear” from the 

explicatton of the words : Tir order to: which I 
ſhall derermine theſ& ifwo Queſtions 4 Firff, 
Who'are miarit by the” Poor il Shirts 2 Secondly, 
What is meant by the K ingdowe of Heaven, to 
which the poor ir Spirit are here mtitled. As t& 
the Firft, T take thefe words, Bleſſed are the poor 
irt Spirit) to bear a' Parallel ſetffe 'to thoſe 'we 
meer wictt Pſal- r5. where the Pſilmiſt havirtp 
put the queſtion, Lord, ho | ſhall evell it X: 
PoUee, P2y/d who ſBull reſb up þ on thy holy 
Heanfwers v7. 'He that i lowh Fr 5h Gene: 
wr which codeine ton we know oe by Eyes. is 
meant the inward fight of Iridgination, chat fa- 

culty of thi Sonl, wherein we forty '6ur Images 
26d Eontepriork”'6f THilibS, adi Wil thenk ac. 
cordinglys So that” by: Poiphy #r- 3s *ol#n' Eyes, "1s 
meant, "a Man' little" itt + ſis own Conteit- and 
eſteem : 'Now the*word' Sp7 wit" {as it relates to - 
Man) 1 is taken rdifferenely: noni either the 
whole Gelergy CPs ERA atid'T prefune 
that'ih the Feke irs raken'to'Nſprific ohis parts 
atlat envey Emagindtivh ; ard (0 Fae ir Sp 
rif ke aries bs owH'Þ Ne appent 6 be e921 

preffi Ghs16f Am'3th 6 hey" Why. 
yo Ro nn fed Und 
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a perſon that Line whip wn conceir a 
thats; (ina W919). an, Humble Man, -: F-confefs 
that the word - {x6 is 'moſt frequently, -uſed to. 
fionifie - the - Iraſcible or; paſſionate part of the 
Sout; and; ſo Poor in Spirit might, naturally | be 
interpreted: of Juch a. ORE. 2.18 little, in Pafſion, 
calm.in Reſenting; ſlow to: Anger : but then this 
Beatitude would fall to be: the ſame with that at 
the; 5th. .v. (viz.;} Bleſſed are the Meek 5 which 
as. we cannat calily guels. to have been intended, 
ſo we muſt reafonabl y coriclude that: by :Poor. in 
Spirit in. the Text, is meant no. other. than the 
Hondle Man. ...I come to\the, ſecond 'Queſtion; 


What is meant. by the K ingdowm of Thee 
ro kg 9+ the poor 3n-Spirit 2 are inti Hed... 


Ie is evident from! BE {ages 2n. EE A 
that this Phraſe The Ki x; Ss goes 
Genifie not only the fg tate where 
the F aithful are; ſaid to'1 1n.2 full 


participation of Iraer in. and. Glcy, 'but it 
likewiſe figniftes the - preſent. Chriſtian. ſtate, 


where Chriſt is ſaid. to. r Ign. peer the, Fain ichful by 
Grace and ' the Qrpling vi 


the PT Ne c& and.; 
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batwe ſhould at the ſametime think of our Duty 
too, and the neceliary dependance :that | the-one 
hath upon; the other :- Or Secondly, To-intimate 
that the Kingdom: of Heaven both here and here- 
after;' that\is,"the 'two ſtates of -a Chriſtian, in this- 
Life andin the next, though they difterin Circum-_ 
ſtances, yet | in the main-Edſcatial they are but. 
one .and: the fame : For-Example ; It is but-aw 
accidental Circumſiatice to a Chriſtian. that' he 
be.cither;a Traveller -or. a Citizen, that' : he::be 
cither Militant or Triumphant ; but it is an-ever- 
laſting Eſſential to:him that he be Holy ; and in 
this. Bach, ſtates . mtiſt agree. © As therefore: the: 
Kingdom, of. Heaven may: juſtly -raviſh our. 
thoughts witlr,the notion it bears. of - the Beati- 
fick preſence of; God,” of the Company -of An-- 
gels, of Glory; Ploafares and; Joys that are un-- 
mixt.and eterual; 19-it' nay -as' juſtly; ſerve to 
awaken our Care and diligence; and- ſtrict: Inſpe-- 
Qion . of: our ſelves, to- conſider that "this 'very: 
Kingdom muſt be begun, withia us; -we muſt; 
Here lead.the Heavenly-Lite; we mixſt Here" 
form in Saintſhip to: the Bleſſed that are alioves 
and' all. the Graces that they.have in PerſeQtion, 
we, muſt here have in. Degrees, and; all aſpiring - 
towards perfeCtion : 'Tis the-Kingdom-fo-begumn 
that: ſhall haye its conſummation,.a bliſs: $5.4 if. 
the: *Spxrt of this Kingdom.do not:work inius-and: 


change co 
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change:us Here:; : if -our corrupt inclinations do 
not-dys before us, + but we continue Filthy ; the 
Future State can never change us ; By ſiibdacti- 
on. of the Means, by incapacity of the Subj, 
by! irreverſible Doom, we'mnſt be Fitbyfalk: = 
The. Kmgdoin' of Heaven. beartiÞ theft td 
different ſrenifications'of Grace and Clory, the 
Queſtion Nill remains which of them- is meant 
inthe Text; and I conclude that in-the Fext 1s 
meant the Kingdom of 'Grace for thee following 
Reaſons : Firſt, becauſe Grace muſt neceſfarity 
be ficſk in Order ; and accordingly the Apoſtle 
ts. expreſs St. James 4.6. God giveth Trace'to the” 
Humble: ' Secondly; Becauſe the * 'Gogte: verthe 
Humility cannor by it ſelf be inticed to*Clor y, 
but only in conjuntion with thoſe other vertyes 
that muſt be built upon it : 'And Thirdly, Becauſe 
of other parallel Texts whichimay ferve to gr 
us in the interpretation of 'Fhis; particofarly 
that in St” Luke 18. 4 7- where our Saviour fays 
that Except a\man receive the K ingdonr of aven 
acig little Child, be ſball in no wiſe enter therein”; 
In which words, as the Reſemblance'of 4 IHtÞ 
Child, doth expreſly fignifie the Duty of: m 
Text, fo by the Kingdom of Heaven that way 
be: Received, that niet be taken into us; can” 
not poſlibly be\niwat any rhing 'bat'the *DAtis | 
pline of Graeeits our hearts: For theſe Reafohs 
I con- 
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I conclude that/by the Kingdom of Heaven m the 
Text,” is\meant” the State of Grace,” or the pre- 
fent "Chriſtian Seate :: And fo the meaning of 
the: whole Verſe 'will appear to be this (v#s.) 
That: the Hamble Man- is bleſſed, becauſe he is 
ly difpos'd and qualif'd to becortie a true 
Diſciple , 4 good Chriſtian. This being the 
OR of the words, -F fhall form my Diſcourſe 
upon them 1n-this Method ; 
x. T ſhall ſhew the nature and reaſonableneſs 
of a Duty of Humility. 

F ſhall ſhew its influence, uſefulneſs and ne-- 
cellicy m order to attaining the true Chriftian 
ſtate. 

Firſt, Humility is a. quality that relates not to 
Mens Fortunes but ther Minds; Ir catls no man 
from his Rank, nor diveſts him of his Titles ; 
Poverty of Spirit is well conſiſtent with height - 
of Place ; and the Overtures of Grace are as Fee 
to the Great and Noble, as to the Mean and 
Poor of the World. I confeſs 'tis too com- 
monly ſeen that Men do yield up there Mindy 
to their Fortunes, and loſe the meaſure of 
themſelves in” the Bulk of that which hangs 
about them; And this indeed is the reaſon why - 
the Apoſtle has ſaid, Not many Mighty, uot ma--- 
ny Noble : But chough this ed common in Effect,. 
"ts no-way neceſfary 10.1ts Cauſe. David, though: 
the - 
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the Head: of a ſplendid Court, 'could 'give - this 
Teſtimony of himſelf, Lord, I am not high-wind- 
ed, -I have no-proud look; and-I hope that this 
Honourable Aſſembly can produce many; inſtances 
of. ſuck: as.are Great in; CharaGet and as; Great 
in Condelcentions. ' We need not therefore De- 
baſe our ſelves to be Humble ; and much lefs 
need we Calumniate our ſelves ; We need not 
make our ſelves worſe than we are, and charge 
our {elves with Hyperbole's of Faults and Infir- 
mities to become Vile in our own Eyes: No, Hu- 
mility is always the greateſt piece of Juſtice in 
the world ; For be our Condition what it will, let 
us but know it as really it is, and we need no other 
argument to make us humble. Pride is of that- 
kind of Admiration which always proceeds from 
Ignorance*and Miſtake ; There is no'room- for 
it when we know our ſelves as we are, but only 
when we feign our ſelves ſuch as we would be; 
when we ſuffer none but AfﬀeCtion to be our Pain- - 
ter ; when we are ſo pleas'd with the: account 
that Self-Jove brings in of us, that we therenpon 
ſtifle all farther ſcarch-: When we have admit- 
ted this Impoſture to paſs upon our underſtand- 
ing,.'tis then only we admit of an Opinion of our 
ſelves: . And this intimates the - Reaſon why the 
Softeft Heads are always puft up the ſooneſt. 
Humility therefore, though it be commonly 
eſteemed 
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eſteemed the greateſt :picce of Self-denial in the: 
world, yct:ia: fober reality-it is far from it; It is 
no other than the bare Owning of our ſelves. 
Whereof I proceed to give you proof. 0 

Hs: a ſtrong Sarcaſm/upon humane-Pride thar-- 
we meet with Ecel:; x. 18. where tis: ſaid; Pride 
w4s not made. for Man: For fancy [Pride where 
you will, 'ctis no where {o:1improper;-no where {o 
unbecoming as in Man : Not becauſe his Make 
- 1s only of the common Clay ; neither temper'd 
nor figur'd, nor ting'd more elegantly than that 
of other Creatures, as infirm and putrid and 
contemptible as any of theirs; This is but- the 
leaſt part of his abaſement:* *Tis a ſmaller diſ- 
grace to his Pedigree that Corraption 3s his Fa- 
ther, and the Worm his Mother and Siſter, than 
chat Sin is his Off-ſpring. His Make is but Com- 
mon, - but his Depravation is wholly: Singular; 
he being the only Evil, diforderly and ungovern- 
able Creature in the world. Let the Sea then 
be proud whoſe Waves know their bounds ; Let 
the Beaſts be proud who: live agreeable to the 
Laws of their Nature ; The Locuſts and Catter- 
pillars ho are God's armies ; The Wind and Storm 
that fulfel his word; But let not Man, the only 
Rebel in. Nature, that ſtands diſtinguiſh'd from 
the reſt of the Creation, not ſo 'much by his 
Reaſon: as by his Guilt, the only Heir of : Wrath, 

C 


and 
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and Shame and Miſery, let - not him-be Proud” 3 
Pride was not made for Han. ' 1 condeſs.chis Prov 
ſpett chat I have now given of Man, 'ſhews him 
at the Leaſt; but ler us cum the Glaſs then, 
and lobk on him in his/faireft and/beſt | Eſtate, 
ket us look upon his Nature as entobled with alt 
the Perſetions that it is capable of And are 
not the Accompliſhments of Art, and Aides of 
Fortune , and Endowments of Wiſdom and 
Virtue Valuable things; and matcers.of eftcem ? 
| and may not the itch of our Imagination pleaſe 
it ſelf with theſe ? I confeſs that all 'theſe are 
mdeed Valuable things ; but I affert farther, 
That Man ought not to value himſelf for them ; 
For, here lies the Point, They are not His: 
They are God's, only intrufted to him; they are 
fo many Sums received, for which he ſtands ac- 
countable ; they are Treaſures and Talents com- 
wrtted to the Earthez Veſſel, but yet the Veſſel it 
felf is no more than Farthen till. And _ 
fore though the Evil we are obnoxtous to, be 

the moſt proper matter. 'of our Humility, yee 
we may find that there is Argument for Hami- 
lity to be drawn from every that is Good 
mus - þ call it Good iz ws, becauſe the calli 

of Cood Ours has been the Cauſe of two 
miſchief; Ik being the fole Hinge that Humane 
Pride tarneir fel upon. "Tz from aaa 
| OF. 
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of a Vulgar miſtake that we call any advan- 
tapes ſupervenient to our nature by the name of 
Acquiſitions, as if the getting of them might be 
attributed to the glory of our own Counſel and 
endeavours': The notion is abfolutely falſe i6 
Divinity, where we - are taught that they are 
all Cifts and Receptions :' What haft thou (ſays 
St. Pawl, direting his queſtion to the Boaſter ) 
What haft thou, that thou haſt not received ? Tis 
God that, to-the attainment of all Outward 
good things, gives both the Means and the uſe 
and the Ifſne ; that to the attainmenc of all Tn- 
ward accompliſhments, gives both the CY 
and the Application and the Succeſs; That to 
the attainment of all Moral Perfections, gives 
both the Power and the Will, and the Deed: 
'Tis He that firſt eftabliſh'd the Relarion that 
all Cauſes bear to their Effects, and in his par- 
ticular Providence does either continue, or en- 
large, or controul, or ſuſpend their influence, ac- 
cording to his pleaſure. So that Nature is no 
other than God's Ordinary method of acting, 
as Miracle is his Extraordinary, and Fortune his 
Secret method : And therefore thoſe Effes which 
from the working of Natural Cauſes, and 
the deliberate uſe of Means, thoſe EffeRs which 
we pretend to as Ours, are as much from God, 
as thoſe whoſe produttions are 'either Sopernata 
. Ca ra 
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ral or Fortuitous, . to which we do not pretend. 
(For Inſtance): In the Widdow of SaFepra's Oyl, 
that part which grew on her Tree was as much 
from God, as that which grew 1a her Cruiſe: -In 
Solomon's wiſdom , that Meaſure that directed 
his Choice in the Temple, was as. much from 
God, as that which was ſuperadded by reaſon 
of his Choice : In Iſraels Victories, theic beat- 
ing the Amalekites by dmt of Sword, was as 
much from God, as their demoliſhing the Walls 
of Jericho with the blaſt of a Ram's-horn. No. 
Man's Riches or Grandeur can be more his Own 
than Nebuchadnezzar's was his; and yet for but 
aſſuming thus much unto himſelf, for this reaſon 
 expreſly, he was debasd, and unman'd and 
thrown out among the Beaſts : No Man's Wit 
or Eloquence-can be more his own than Herod's 
was his, and yet for aſſuming this glory to him- 
ſelf, he wasgiven up to be devoured by Worms. 
And if theſe Talents are ftill God's in Property, 
tho' they are Ours in Poſleffion (as it appears by 
theſe Inſtances they are) much more are all 
Moral PerfeCGtions ſo, towards the attainment of 
which our faculties. and diſpoſitions. are much 
weaker. The holy Scriptures teach us nothing 
more frequently, nothing more inſtantly than 
this, That Every good and every perfedt gift cometb 
from above.; That Of our. ſekves we can do nothing ; 

| | That, 


before the Lord Mayor. 13 
That, Al our | ſufficiency is from God : Paſſages 
to this piirpoſe are verynumerons, as if the holy 
Spirit were more than ordinarily Jealous of our 
Incredulity m this'Pomt - Andi why now i all 
this? Why does God rather diſpenſe good 
things to-us, than ſuffer us to' acquire them to 
our ſelves ?* Why are all our Perfections Gifts ? 
And why does God1o-frequently and fo-inſtantly 
put us in mind: that they are fo? We may learn 
the reaſon of all from the fore-mentioned place 
of the Apoſtle, r Cor. iv. 7. wltere he adds-, 
Why then doſft thou glory as if thou hadſt not re- 
ceived. We' receive for this very purpoſe that 
we ſhould be Humble: For to Receive and to 
glory , to be obliged and yet to be proud, 
s pure abſurdity ;. as abſaurd-as-41t were fora man 
to think: himſelf rich, only becauſe he has bor= 
row'd a Sum. So long therefore as we keep 
our minds poſleſt of this Trath, That alt the 

ood-that belongs-unto us is of God's Free Grace 
and-arbitrary diſpoſal ;- ſo long as. we thereby 
retain the juſt meaſure of our own lietleneſs , 
and worthleſnefs, and+- want; ſo long we are- 
properly diſpos'd to give God the glory dixie unto his: 
Name, that is, the acknowledgment and praite, 
and retribution of rhat: which he has given us: 
But as:for Pride (whatſoever ftock it grows upon) 
1t.isan Imagination that exalts-it {elf againſt the- 

| Intereſt: 
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Intereſt of God-; .It « expreſs. Sacrilege, for ic 
always robs God of ſo mach honour as if Phaces 
Upon our ſelves. 

And henge I paſs/to. my ſooond Head, ab 
is, To..ſhew the- influence | and: vſclulneſs , and- 
necellity of heing. Humble is order. -ro the av- 
tainment of the, Chriſtian State, \* Which Scare 
the Apoſtle has expreſied very tully and-diftinQ< 
ly in theſe three words, Wildom , Righteouf- 
neſs, and Sanctification or Holineſs, 1 Cor. i 30 
theſe are the three Integral parts of Chriſtian- 
ty, and for Methods oaks I ſhall ſhew how Hu- 
mility is ſubſeryient tocach of theſe. ' And firſt; 
to Wiſdom. ' 


Wiſdom is that rerſe@inn that is.neceſlary to 
the Chriſtians underſtanding , and it conſiſts in 
the Knowledge and approbation of Divine Truths: 
Now there is no acce(s unto Truth in divine things, 
but only through Faith ; Faith all the ſecurity 
we have againſt devoption: And what i Faith 
but the Hurling of Reaſon, the beating down 
of Imagination, the bringing of thoughts into 
Captivity ; A profeſt Enemy to the ( native 
and the Diſpucer, and utterly incoi t with 
the Pride of . Underſtanding ? $o that we cannot 
{o much as approach unto Ira bue under the 
condudk of Humlity. But'this is nor all; hs 
uch 
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fuch is che nature of 'Fruch, that after we have 
embrac'd it; we can never pive-ica-fixed enter- 
tatnment, nor ever be ſecure of 'not | ſtarting 
from it again, unleſs we continue ander the ſame 
mflaence of Humnlity. For Truth, though it 
want not beauty, yet it is plain and fimple, nani-- 
form andalways alike : Its firſt and ſtricteſt obli- 
gation to all its Followers, is- thar Advice of the 
Apoſtle, To be of the ſame/tnind; To- walk by 
the ſame Rule, to ſpeak the ſame thing. Se-that 
he that will fix upon Truth, muſt neceſſarily be 
humble in this relpet, that 1s, He muſt content 
himſelf co think as others-do, to agree with the 
vulgar notion, and to go m the common track : 
Truth cannot! put 'on thoſe various'Modes and 
ſhapes that pleaſe the 'tevity of humane affe&-- 
ons : Truth cannot” ftart any tlimg novel and- 
ſtrange; - to take the 'maltitade which admirey- 
nothing ſo- much as Monſters :- Trach can make- 
no-room- for the pleaſure of ſingularity, nione- 
for the itch of contradifting, none for the Glory 
of Heading, or the Intereſt of fiding with a SeQ :- 
All thefe are the Riplits and Privileges: of: Er-- 
your ; infomuch thar it is impoſflible for + man;. 
unlefs he be abſolutely humble, to- _ the- 
eempration of catching at-Errour, though he has- 
Trath akeady in Nehands- pres Kee pole - 
ir might caſily appear front the particular F y 
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of all Erroursand' Hereſies that ever ſprung up to 
the diſturbance of: the Churchnand the World; 
that not one of a :hindred of them did ever 
ſpridg from Invincible ignorance and want of 
Light, but from Aﬀeced miſtake and want ''of 
Humllity : 'Either Ambition of Greatneſs, or the 
Thirſt of 'Glory, or Impatience of a Defeat, or 
ſome other deſigning Intrigue of humane Pride, 
will appear -to-have been at the bottom of every 
Diſſention. . | So that, All the different Opinions 
which obtain in the World, and the various miſts 
that are caſt upon the face of Truth, and the cla- 
morous Pretences that are laid - to Her by ſeveral 
ſides, which: (tis certain) :can _never' be. but. on | 
One; All theſe (ſay) do no way argue either 
the failure or Limitation of - God's promiſe to- his 
Church, That! che wonld ſend his Holy: Spirit | to 
wide 'ber into all Truth; They ovly argue-this, 
That Men are Arrogant and- Opinionative, and 
theref re. will-not ſtick-upon every ſmall occaſion 
to run away from their Guide. 
. * This therefore is the firſt advantage that Humi- 
lity brings m towards-Wiſdgm- vx.) itdiſpoſes 
Man: to giye-a fixed entertainment to Trath. But 
| ſecondly, In.cale of Errour: (which no doubt:the 
Humbſe' man may ſometimes bedrawn into.cither 
by. reaſon: of Impoſition-or Sagprize;. but in this 
Caſe) Hunulity-brings in anether advantage « ba 
5 Tels 
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lefs importance than the former ; 2nd that is, Ir 
always difpoſes a man to a ready Convittion and : 
a. quick Repentance ; Which indeed is a greater 
inſtance of Wifdom than never -to have err'd ; 
Becauſe Repentanceis always a Vertue, whereas not . 
to have Err'd may often be no other than Luck. . 
The Humble man therefore though he may Err, 
yet he will never be a Heretick (as the Father 
diftingutſhes upon his own caſe; ) He wilf never - 
add Malice to-his Iafirmity, nor Contumacy to - 
his Miſtake ; He is ever difpos'd to own that 
there i1smore Religion m Confefling Truth, than - 
ir Canſufting Credit; and therefore he will much 
rather confeſs himſeM to have been a Fool otice, . 
than continue to be one always' in point of. Ho--- 
nour. But where Pride once twiſts it felf with - 
Error, there a Man's cafe Jooks as one ſinking | 
with a Weight at his Heels, which wilf' be. fure - 
never to let him-rife again. For. Pride (that - 
moſt miſchievons of all Connſcllors). wilt always - 
bewhiſpering this advice into the Ear. Tf thou : 
« haſterr'd, perſiſt and juſftifie it with nit * 
« and paſſion, for 'tis poſſible that ſo. thon-mayft 
« get the Vidtory, and Vidtory i oftentimes of: 
« greater moment than Truth; For perta=ps thou : 
© arta leading Man, and the eſteem of. thryy wiſ- 
*.om is influential to the Condu@ of others, and' 
«if ſa, why then one baſe Retraftion may pull ' 
D- - *« down.; 
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« down all: that thou haſt ' built ; be ſure-there- 
< fore that 'tis honeſt, tis for edification, 'tis for 
< the glory of God that thou be Obſtinate, What 
Counſels of this nature Pride is always ready to 
ſuggeſt, and how fatally her Counſels.do obſtru& 
the Repentance of Mankind, whether in refer- 
ence to Errours or to- Crimes, might largely ap- 
pear from the Feſuites. DoQrin of Reputation, 
as I may. call thoſe: Inſtances, where they teach 
bow a man may diſſemble, prevaricate and fal- 
fific in caſe of preſerving the reputation either 
af him{clf or of his Cauſe :. And it was too grofly 
exemplifi'd in thoſe Meaſurgs of the Rowan Court 
(by which the Council of Trent was over-born) 
Where when it came to be debated whether or. no 
they ſhould comply with the publick Vote of 
Chriſtendom and. proceed” to. a Reformation, 
though al agreed that it was 'needful to Reform, 
yet Pride cartied it in the Negative by ſuggeſting, 
That it would give advantage to-the Hereticks; 
Meaning thereby, that the' acknowledgment of 
any preſent errours or abules in the Chnrch, muſt 
neceſfarily. expoſe their great Diana Infallbility 
and make her loſe: more of her Worſhip. * 

| Thus Humility is. afliſting to. Wiſdom, the 
farſt perjeſiion of: the Chriſtian Rate. The ſe- 
| ' - Cond 
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cond-.is Righteouſneſs ; which Word : (if takem 
in its proper latitude, only diſtinguiſh d from, 
that which follows, Holineſs): ſigmfies the uni- | 
verſal pradtice of Moral Vertne; I'come to ſhew 
how ſubſervient: Humiliiyis to this; 
Moral Vertue conſiſts in' the Goverriment of 
our Appetites and Paſſions, and nothing can have 
a more happy influence upon ' this Government 
than Humility, becauſe that according as a man 
eſtcems of himſelf, ſo always he: Covets, and fo 
he Reſents. 'Tis the- Proud man: that thinks 
himſelf worthy of all Honours, and fit for af Im- 
ployments, and competeat for all Charges; and 
this makes him aſpire and graſpe at all ; this makes 
him mount till he become giddy with the height, 
till he forget How, and by Whom, and to what 
purpoſe he aſcended, - and hence neceſſarily he be- 
comes Vain and Raſh, and Milcheivous, and 
Ungratetul in his Station: Whereas he that is 
little in his: own eyes, is conſequently little too 
in Deſires,” and moderate in Uſe, and faithful in 
Truſt, and careful in Buſi neſs, and always more 
awd in his thoughts with the future account and 
| cy of high Fortunes, than he is tranſported 
by their preſent Splendour and Ad vantages. Tis 
rl proud Man:who as he thinks he metitsall he 
gets, '{ herepines-at'all he miſſes, and this makes 


him diſcontented and envious, -and fo highly in- 
D 2 uſt 
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juſt as to think. his. private diſappointments a ſuf+ 
ficient title for him to.quarrel and move and over- 
turn the World : But the Humble Man is he 
that poſſeſſes his Soul, that is maſter of. himſelf, 

and keeps his temper ufffler all the tſſues-of For- 
_ tune; He knowsthat the Sun does: his duty, tho' 
he does not ripen hs Vine; he knows: the Wind 
is not in his debt, though it does not fill his Sails ; 
he never periwades himſelf that the World was 
made for him, and therefore how little ſoever be 
the ſhare he has in it, he finds ſufficient argu- 
ment of Content m conſidering bow little it is 
thataCompound of Sin and Ignorance and: Frail- 
ty can deſerve. Tis the Proud Man that is cen- 
ſorious and calumniating and undutiful in all re- 
| tions; And' the reaſon hereof is this, Becauſe 
the progrels 1s natural from an Opinion of our 
ſelves, toche Deſpiling of others ; as natural, as 
i is for a Bladder to-mount above the Water 
when once its filled with Wind : And therefore- 
St. Lake links thema. together (as genume: Cauſe 
and Effect ) in that Character he has given of the 
Fheriſees, Chap. xviti. 9. where he ſays, They 
were fach as truſted in themſelves. (or pkice) Suck 
& were well perfwaded of themſelves, and d 
athers; Now be ſure L fir as we. Frag 6/8 
we have cancelld all the obligations of Manners 
andof Ducy. Whercas Humility i the conſtant 
Spring 
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Spring of candor m Judgement, and ſweetneſs in 
' Converfation, of Love and Courtelie, and Ser- 
vice, and all the reſpeQtive offices that are due 
unto Mankind. But that which renders the hum-- 
ble Man the beſt member of Society is this, That 
he is a fixed Friend to Peace : For foraſmiuch as 
all Quarrels are founded (" in pretence at leaſt ) 
upon Injury, 'tis the humble man that never offers 
an Injury, nor ever preſumes one offer'd! where 
it is not, nor ever aggravates one. where it is. 
We know that, in the judgment of the Law, 
every injury varies its meaſures according to the 
quality of the Perſons againſt whom ir ts com- 
mitted ; So that the ſame Act when done againft 
a Prince, may be judged a-Capital Offence, which 
if done againſt an Inferiour Perſon, would only 
be lloed an Indecency : Now Took what Va- 
riety of "meaſures an Injury admits of, in the 
Judgment of the Law, from the Difference of 
Perſons, [the ſame Variety it admits of, m our 
own Judoment, from the different Opinion that 
we have of our ſelves; So that the Spirit of a- 
Man, when Proud, ſhall look upon the ſame At 
as an unpardonable affront ; which, when truly 
Humble, he fhalt only look upon as a pitiable 
weakneſs in him that did 1t. Thus the Humble 
Man i always guarded againſt the Surprize of his 
Paſſion. And though Religion be the faireft Pre-- 
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tence, and that which does moſt Speciouſly en-: 
gage Menin (what is moſt contrary to Religion) 
publick diſturbance ; yet the Humble Man is ak 
ways:aware of the Cheat; For: he knows" bow; 
to diſtinguiſh between the 'movements of his Paſ" 
ſion and'of his Conſcience ; - The one only make” 
a ManFirm, the other make him Violent, which 
the Humble Man never is: He knows it is his duty 
| to contend earneſtly for the Faith, but never Mu-. - 
tinouſly : He knows it may be'his Duty to Dye 
for Religion, but never to Quarrel for Religion 3 
for that is as abſurd a Pretence, asifa Man ſhould 
draw his Sword to maintain the Unlawfulneſs of 
Duels. 

And this brings me to the laſt and finiſhing per- 
ſetion of the Chriſtian ate, that 1s, Holineſs : 
Which is the Chriſtians Converſation with 'God, 
his Spiritual Life , conſiſting in the exerciſe of 
thoſe Offices that are purely Religious : I come 
to ſhew the Influence of Humility upon' Theſe. 

The Apoſtle that ſometimes compares our Bo- 
dy to a Houſe becauſe of its natural. Inhabitant. 
the Soul, docs likewiſe' ſometimes compare it to 
a Temple, by reaſon of its Divine Gueſt of the 
Holy Spirit of God : And' if. ever. we will be 
Temples indeed” 'tis Humility muſt - make the: 
Conſecration ; 'tis Humility that firſt diſtinguiſhes 
us from an Unhallowed Pile, that conciliates the 

Preſence 
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Preſenceof God, and determines his Abode with 
us ;| For the High and Holy One that inhabiteth 
Eternity, decleares that he has but two Reſiden- 
ces, I dwell (ſays he) # the high and holy Place, 
with him alſo that 1s of an Humble' and Comtrite 
fpivit.  Whereof if we* enquire'the "reaſon, we | 
ſhall find it to be this; Becaufe Humility 1s the 
fole Foundation of Commerce: betwixt God and' 
the Sout. For, firſt, As 'Humiliry implies in its - 
notion a due ſenfe of ourwant and inſufficiency, 
ſo it carriesin'it the whole Reaſon of Prayer and: 
Application and Dependance upon God : *Tis 
the thirſty panting Hart that flies to the: water 
brooks, 'Trs' the ' empty voided Soul that flames 
out iato- deſire; and therefore God is* ſaid to 
Give grace unto the Humble, becauſe of: the ne- 
ceſſary Tye that is betwixt Humility and Devo- 
tion;”- Whereas any: greater thonghit of+ Worth 
and Sufficiency | m our ſelves miſt neceſſa-- 
rily, in proportion, ſuperſede- our addreſſes: 
to- God ;- and reduce otr - Deyotion' firſt+ to- 
Formality, and'then to Negled. ' "Secondly; "As: 
Humility implies/itv its notion a! juſt ſenſe of the - 
Divine bounty from whence come alt our ſup- 
plies, ſo it carries in it thewhole Reaſon of Praiſe 
and'Fhankſgiving, the which is the Chriſtian $4+- 
efifice 5: Whireas the Proud: Man who- naturally, 
imputes-the Succeſh-of _ either to- mo 
£< 
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that ſo he may ſeem obliged: to none, or -elſe to. 


Skil, that ſo he may ſeem. obliged to - himſelf ; 
in the firſt caſe he offers no Sacrifice at all ;. and 
in the ſecond, all that he offers is to his 03-8 
Dragge. In a penny as Humility mplics': in [its 
- notion a ſenſe of our Owa Unworthineſ, - {oi 
is the ſame in efte& with the Fear of God; as 
it implies a due ſenſe of our Diſtance, ſo it is 
the ſame in efie& with the Honour of God ; as 


it implies a due ſenſe of our Obligation, ſo..it is - 
the ſame m_cffe& with the love of God: Of 


ſuch extent, is the influence and power- of Hn- 
* mility,. that let. a man'ibut take care not to check 
the condudt af this fingle Vertue, and it ſhall na- 
eurally and eaſily lead him through all the Offices 
of a Religious life. But on the contrary, what 
money Pride will bring upon Religion, we need 
go far to inform our ſelves : For / as. the Son 
of '$ Sch Eccl. vii. 3: tells us of Pride, in refer- 
ence to particular 'praftice, That it makes a Mas 
Eat up his Leawes, and loſe his. Fruit, and leave 
himſelf. as .adry Tree ; fo we. may or of it in ce- 
ference; to, the . publick profeſſion! of 
That.it catsup its Order, and loſes its Subſtance, 
and. leaves. Civiſianicy an; empty Name. - Tas 
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thogreateſt parpof Profeſiors overlook the main 
, Offiges.of Selfedenyill, and whatſoever is burden- 
ſom 4n-tche; Croſs: of Chriſt; iand take- up with a 
that: confiſtwionly in: a inpciicat teal, 
reſumptuons Chims SOu Almighty: 'ris 
N ito; the influence of 'this Vice that we ſee 
many Zealots advanced above the uſe 'of Ordi- 
nances ad Sacraments} into-a' \pretence of Illumi- 
nations.and:Ttan{ports, and more intmiate*Com- 
munions with'the: Deity.” Give me leave to make 
one more-particular inſtance” of | the 'milchief of 
Pride imreference'to the Office of Prayer. Pride 
in;/Prayer: ſonunds-indeed-like a mighty" ſoleciſm ; 
for what poſlible' conſiſtency can” we 'imagine . 
between two-:{uch ' Hom ite: diſpoſitions of the 
mind ?; Prayer; >the diſplay'of our wants, the im- 
orig at. ſuccour, on tumbling of 'dut 'Selves 
as Duſt-and-Aſhes- before" the Lord oor: Maker 
and our Judge, What Agreement, what Room 
for Pride an this:Holy:Office ?* And yet even here 
Pride þas;cmtinuated its Poyſon; and made thit 
Office/which: ought to! be: the-Bond of Unity, 
the Badge of Dillention. For Example, 
Few of us. can be ignorant of the expedience 
of publick-Lirurgyes; or of the conſtant Uſage of 
them in-all Ages of the'Church,-or'-of the par- 
ticular Excellency of ours ofthe Church of England, | 
than which what Prayers can -be more Piouſly 
E Ccon- 
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- _ but 's —_ a four "of Oy rays 
= 0 de 2. matter of, Schiſm:; | And now: hence 
| | comes/all this wilchief: but only-drai 
3 of. thole Men; who: were: reſqlu dld-mvickpliavn 
relpe& . from- the publique: Priyers; that” 
fr mipht transfer it upon their 'own'- Gifts > 
_ Thee who: Wnagind: that there» were more F| 
Charms jin their-own C than the: Pu 
blick ,.:and; that the. uſe :of ſuck! a; borrowed | 
Form; would bring-2-Scanda[+upen their-own- 
Aftluence ; 5:8 Na#man' the/Lefjper thought icbat' 
ks waſh in. Jordan; would be :an' affront yg 
y ates. Friing + All which is'ho other than 
2 TR phrenfie of Pride. - Bat what ?- Are we 
ftll of the Larian: Faſhion! have we! never 
our Eyes- open: at. home 2. Can: we'notifee- our 
own faults? or haye:we not fiiflicientlyheard if | 
the Pride; of the, Church. of Exphad 2. We |: 
" lave heard of i«;..and we have likewiſe heard 
ee RE 
\Þ y! nk a- Jit '*: Fhe: 
7 | mk 9 one day with-the Ex- 
ED'S, - Pla, habuced (as. he ty was) itt 
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the: decento:Girbe of :che- Coure;/ ſnatohes 'his 


Mantoe from his thon{ders; and rods the 
dirt,' and'cries oat, 'Ths T trample” up. | 
"Prints; Plato! \gently rakes up:/kivGan my 


thox. haft trampled upon my Pride, but with 
| Py=-256 hy are _ : I ſhall Ry | 

Parallel fo far'as:the Lag would bear; I hall 

only. ſay:this by "way of RefleQtior Upon ir; That, 
tt 'Decency rc 2 Crime” (as' we ſee that it has. 
ſometimes been: accounted- one). Our Charch is 
not aſhamed of the-Guilt ; and.) if | Cynical'and* 
Malicious treatment be Hamility, her Adverſa-. 
ries Fant not their ſhate. To-diſown the Pride - 
of- Men, of whatſoever  Conftitution-, were - 
. Pride it ſelf, as much as it were to difown their: 
Peccability ; But Fhope it wilt appear to the Tn-- 
difterent; that. the Church of England has: not- 
fo much Pride as her Accufers.; nor did -ever-- 
ſhew either fo much Inſolence in Authority, or. 
fo much ſtomach againſt Authority as they have- 
done. However, I have but one Wiſh-for all; 
and that is rhis; That whatſoever meaſures of: c: 
Humility are wanting tm any of us, may: by: 
God's Grace and our own application timely; be - 
fupply'd-; Humility being the only Expedient- 
ro Chriſtian Union ; as it is the only Moral Diſ-- 
poſition to. the Kingdom of Heaven, _ and asit is: 
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